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Amazing Elephants

“Elephants never forget.”

Have you heard this saying? Really, elephants probably forget lots of
things. But they do seem to have long memories.

For example, when an elephant dies, other elephants bury the body.
They use dirt and sticks to cover it. Then they come back to visit the bones
for years.

Here's another example of elephant memory.

Jenny and Shirley were two elephants that had worked together at a
circus. Then they were apart for more than twenty years. But when they
both ended up at a home for retired elephants in Tennessee, they got
excited. Jenny reached out to Shirley with her trunk. The two elephants
seemed to know each other. Jenny and Shirley remembered each other.
And once they were together again, they wanted to stay that way. They
hardly ever spent time apart.

Many elephants seem to form close friendships. Sometimes these
friendships are unusual. Tarra is another elephant at the Tennessee home.
Her best buddy was a dog named Bella.

Tarra and Bella explored the woods. They played in fields and splashed
in ponds. They ran through the snow in the winter, and enjoyed the warm
sun in the summer. Tarra’s big gray body is over 8 feet tall. She weighs
almost 9,000 pounds. Bella was a small yellow dog with big brown eyes.
Bella and Tarra didn't seem to care that
they were so different. They just liked
being together.

Elephants have also reached and
helped animals. For example, a group
of elephants in South Africa came
to the rescue of antelopes. People

had captured the antelopes and
locked them up in a fenced-in
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Grade 3 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Great Big Elephants
By Rosa Muller

Read the passage below.

Almost everything about elephants is big. They are the largest animals that live
on land. There are two kinds of elephants: the Indian elephant and the African
elephants. A male, African elephant can weigh up to six thousand kilos.
Elephants can be up to four meters tall. Elephants need to live in very large
areas because they eat and drink so much. Every day, elephants spend about 16
hours eating. They eat up to 200 kilos of food. They can

drink over 250 liters of water. Elephants have very big, very
thin ears. Elephants use their ears to cool themselves down.
An elephant’s trunk can smell food, water and predators.
Elephants need very strong legs to support their heavy bodies.
Elephant tusks are really long, curved teeth. Elephants use
their tusks to dig food and water and to fight.

Answer each question.

1. How many kinds of elephants are there?

2. A male, African elephant can weigh up to six thousand kilos.
a. True b. False
3. Why elephants need to live in large areas?

4. What does elephant’s trunk smell?

5. Why elephants need strong legs?

6. What are the tusks?
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